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WASHINGTON, D.C., March 13, 2009 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture will hold a public information 
session March 20, 2009, to address proposals received to amend Federal milk marketing order producer-handler 
and exempt plant provisions. The session will begin at 8:30 a.m. in Room 107-A of the USDA Whitten 
Building, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250. 
 
 The purpose of the session is for interested parties to learn about the intent of proposals that have been 
submitted to amend producer-handler and exempt plant provisions. The session will enable interested parties to 
better prepare testimony and evidence in support of, or in opposition to, proposals that may possibly be 
included in a future Notice of Hearing. The session will not become part of an official hearing record and will 
be conducted outside of ex-parte rules. This will allow government officials to freely discuss proposed 
amendments. 
  
USDA strongly encourages all parties who have submitted proposals to participate in the information session. 
Additional information regarding the session, including one-way call-in and Live Webcast information, will be 
available at http://www.ams.usda.gov/dairy. 
  
Milk Market Administrator’s office will also have additional information regarding the session: 
 
  



 

Northeast: Erik F. Rasmussen 
USDA/AMS/Dairy Programs 
P.O. Box 51478, Boston, MA 02205-1478 
Tel. (617) 737-7199; email: erasmussen@fedmilk1.com 
 
Appalachian: Harold H. Friedly, Jr.  
USDA/AMS/Dairy Programs 
P.O. Box 18030, Louisville, KY 40261-0030 
Tel. (502) 499-0040; email: friedly@malouisville.com 
 
  
Florida and Southeast: Sue L. Mosley 
USDA/AMS/Dairy Programs 
1550 North Brown Road, Suite 120, Lawrenceville, GA 
30043 
Tel. (770) 682-2501; email: smosley@fmmatlanta.com 
 
  
Upper Midwest: H. Paul Kyburz 
USDA/AMS/Dairy Programs 
Suite 210, 4570 West 77th St., Minneapolis, MN 55435-5037 
Tel. (952) 831-5292; email: pkyburz@fmma30.com 
 
  

Central: David C. Stukenberg 
USDA/AMS/Dairy Programs 
P.O. Box 14650, Shawnee Mission, KS 66285-4650 
Tel. (913) 495-9300; email: 
david.stukenberg@fmmacentral.com 
 
  
Mideast: David Z. Walker 
USDA/AMS/Dairy Programs 
P.O. Box 5102, Brunswick, OH 44212 
Tel. (330) 225-4758; email: dwalker@fmmaclev.com 
 
  
Pacific Northwest and Arizona: James R. Daugherty 
USDA/AMS/Dairy Programs 
1930-220th St., SE., Suite 102 Bothell, WA 98021-8471 
Tel. (425) 487-6009; email: jdaugherty@fmmaseattle.com 
 
  
Southwest: Cary Hunter  
USDA/AMS/Dairy Programs 
P.O. Box 110939, Carrollton, TX 75011-0939 
Tel. (972) 245-6060; email: sw.order@dallasma.com 
 

 
 

 

 
Directions to the USDA Whitten Building: 
 
The Whitten Building is located directly across from the USDA South Building, between 12th 

and 14th Streets, and Independence Avenue and Jefferson Drive. All information session 
participants are required to enter through the Jefferson Drive entrance to the building. This is 
the entrance facing the National mall. Please have a drivers license or government issued photo 
ID to present to building security. The nearest Metro station is “Smithsonian,” which is located 
at the Northeast corner of the South Building. Room 107-A is located on the first floor of the 
Whitten Building, directly adjacent to the large patio in the center of the building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
/s/ Cary Hunter 
Market Administrator 
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Statement of Purpose  
 
The purpose of the pre-hearing information session is for interested parties to learn about the intent of 
proposals that have been submitted to amend a provision of a Federal milk order and how the proposals 
would accomplish that intent.  The session is intended to clarify the intent and effect of proposed 
amendments.  The session will not become part of an official hearing record and are conducted outside of 
ex-parte rules thus allowing government officials to freely discuss proposed amendments.  
 
Participation in the information session is strongly encouraged for all parties who have submitted proposals 
to ensure that they are understood by USDA.  The session will enable participants to better prepare 
testimony and evidence in support of, or in opposition to, proposals that may be included in a Notice of 
Hearing should it one be issued. 
 
Information sessions may not be held for all requests made to change Federal milk order provisions.  
Requests will be evaluated by USDA on a case-by-case basis to determine whether an information session 
is necessary.  The proceedings of the information session will not be made part of the hearing record.  
Parties submitting proposals may request an information session when submitting a proposal for formal 
rulemaking.  The decision of USDA to hold an information session does not guarantee that a hearing will 
occur or that any proposal will be included in a hearing notice.   
 
 
 
Information Session Procedures 
 
The information session will be presided over by a panel of representatives from Dairy Programs and 
Market Administrator offices.  Each party submitting a proposal will have an opportunity to present their 
proposal, the intent/effect of the proposal, ask procedural questions regarding the proposal to the panel and 
request the preparation of data for use at a hearing.  The panel will then ask a series of questions to each 
party.  Only the panel may ask questions.  If other parties would like a specific question asked, questions 
may be submitted to the panel prior to or during the session for consideration.   
 
The information session is intended to provide a venue for the open and non-judgmental discussion of 
proposals.  The session is intended to be completed within one day.  Cooperation among all participants 
during the information session is expected. 
 
All proposals and comments received in response to a specific request will be available to the public via the 
Dairy Programs website (http://www.ams.usda.gov/dairy) prior to the information session.  USDA may 
elect to provide background information regarding certain topics.  After the close of an information session, 
parties who have submitted a proposal will have 3 calendar days March 23, 2009, to modify or withdraw 
their original proposals.  Any requests for government prepared data for use at a hearing must also be 
submitted to USDA by the same date – March 23, 2009.  Requests for government prepared data after this 
date may not be honored.  
 
USDA will consider the information presented at the session to assist in determining the necessity of a 
hearing and consistency of proposals with the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act.  If a hearing is held, 
a hearing notice will be published in the Federal Register. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
                                                    
 

 
                                                         
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer." 

 




